° 0] o]

POWER -
o] 0] o]
52 [} &2 ° &
o ° °
53 [} &2 ° &
° o °
5 e 52 ° 52
° [°) °
52 ° 52 ° &2
o] [°) <]
&3 ° 52 ° 52
° ° [}

° ° °
5 ° 52 ) &2
° ) °
52 ° 52 ° &2
° ) ]
52 ° 523 ] 5
) ) o
52 ° s ° &
[} ° o
52 ° 8 ° 5

o]

]

° 52

WRITE
FOR
RIGHTS

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

o 52
o]

° &2
o]

° &2
o]

° 52
o

° &2
[°)

[} 82
[°)

[°) 52
°

° 52
[°)

[} 52
[°)

° &2
o]

° 52
(]

) 52
[}

° 52

o]



o 52 o &2 ° 52 o 52 o
o) 0] ] [}

° 2 o) L ° Ly © 2
° 0] ] [}

° 52 o 52 ) 52 ° 52 o
o) 0] [0) o]

elhulamd Maseko wassa loving father and kusband. He -
was a committed member of the Methodist church,

a devoted human ng?hts defender, and an ally to,

LGBTI people People who knew Thulani described
him as humble and friendly, with an incredible sense
of hunsour. o & ° a ° & o

After qualifying as aelawyer Thulam fought tirelessly
for the people of Eswatini, a country ruled by a
wealthy absolute monarchy, and where approximately
©0% @b the populatmn liveaunderasthe poverty lise. .
Thulani was openly critical of the country’s repressive
laws and excessive state violence used to silence
peaceful protest.

°

ol hulamd knewethe rist of speakingssut was highsdn
2014 he was arrested and charged with criminal
Contergpt of court afGter writing two news articles
denouncing the lack of judicial |ndependence and
integrity in Eswatini. He spent over a year in prison.
dUndetswred, Fhulanszontineied hisshumas rightes °
work, stating in 2016: “We shall never surrender, for
we knoew there is a porice to pay forathe truth.”

On 21 January 2023, Thulani paid the ultimate
price.dde wasshot dead at lose sange, throughsthe
window of their home, in front of his wife, Tanele.
Just hours earlier the king gave a gpeech stating that
those calllng for democratic reform would be “dealt
with” and “people should not shed tears and
complean about memrenaries killing theme” To diate no °
one has been held accountable for Thulani’s killing.

°

[}

Demand justice for Thulani Maseko.
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Thapelm Mohapi loves listening toqazz and supporting
his favourite football teams, the Mamelodi Sundowns
and Manchester City. But right now he can’t enjoy
Fhese ﬂﬂngs fTke he Used t6. Sincé 2021? he has been”
forced to live in hiding because of threats to his life.
o (¢] o o

As general secretary of Abahlali baseMjondolo (AbM),
a vibrant and courageous grassroots movement,

hapel°o has dedicated his Tife to ﬁghtingofor the rightso
of people across South Africa, particularly in areas
suffering economic kardship. o o

One such place is eKhenana, in the province of
CkwaZuﬁu-Natal. Most residents aré economic m?grantso
from rural South Africa who have moved to seek a
better dife. They canmot afford theohigh costs ofdiving
in the area and often end up making homes from tin,
with little to no access to water or sanitation. They
o ) .0 a ) a, . O a
also face police brutality, forced evictions and poor
public services, amongst many other challenges.

¢] (¢] o o
Determined to improve lives in the community, AbM
members in eoKhenaQa have spoken out acgainst cases
of local government corrupﬁon and worked hard to
improve life in their community by starting a school,
farm, communal kitehen and shop. In return, they
have been met with not just resistance but threats,
harassment agd intiranidatioon from state %fficialsawho
Cf]ave incited violence against them. They have been
victims of attempted and actual murders, violence,
harassment, and damage to their homes. In 2022
alone, three AbM members were killed in eKhenana.

o

QI'eII the poIic% to th‘brough(iy andﬁeffecti(;lely
investigate the harassment and killings of AbM

members. o o o

(o) [a) o a o a o a o
(¢] (¢] o o

o a o a o a o o o

December 2023

Index: ABR 53/6952/2023®English o o

Front page image: © Private, © Andrew Suderman, AbM Facebook, © AbM
oBack pa%e image:o© Andregv Suderrgan, AbMﬁFacebo%k, © Ab!\ﬂ

e}

(o]


https://twitter.com/abahlalibM
www.facebook.com/abahlalibasemjondolo
https://twitter.com/SAPoliceService
http://www.facebook.com/SAPoliceService

H#

H#

X # x
x

x $# x
X

X -3 X
x

X # X
X

X # X
x

x #* X
X

X # x
X

X # x
X

X # x
X

X # x
X

X # X

x x
# x #*
x X
# x #
X X
# x #
x x
# X H#
X x
# X #
x x
# X #
X x
# x #
x x
# x #
x x
# * #
x x
#* x #
X X
# X *

x #*
X
x #
x
x #
x
X #
x
x #
x
X #
x
X #
x
x #
x
* #
x
x #
x
X #

H* x
X
+H# X

# X
X
# x
X
H# x
X
H# X
X
$# x
X
# X
X
# X
X
# X
X
# X
X
# X
X
# X

X +#

WRITE

FOR

RIGHTS

AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL
X #
x
X #*
X
X ]
X
X *
X
X #
X
X #
x
X #
X
x +#
X
x #
X
x #
x
X #
X
X #
X

&

X



x x X X

< 3 # 3 # x
x x X X

x # x # x # X # X

X

*Rocky#yers is desceibed by those:who know him as
gentle and kind. He loves his siblings, children, and
grandchrldren and they adore h|m He played drums
in his church choir. “At age 11, Rocky was d|agnosed
with an intellectual disability. He finds reading hard
-and can't keep dates or times stratght * x
in his head. One night in 1991, in the town of
Decatuxr, Alabama, hxis life changeg forever.

An elderly white woman was murdered in a
predominantly Black:ineighkbourhoed. Roeky, whe is
Black, lived across the street. Despite no evidence
Irnkrngxhrm to the scene of the murder except for a
video cassette recorder belonging 1o the victim which
Rocky maintains he found abandoned in the street,
‘Rocky#was convictedrof thexcrimes x # x

X

Testlmonles were talnted by mconsrstencres and
allegatlons of pollce pressure — one key witness ater
stated that he had lied. An overwhelmingly white jury
Found #im guklty butrecommended a sendence &f x
life imprisonment. The judge instead sentenced Rocky
to dea’g(h. Overrulingxa jury in this way is now illg(gal

in Alabama.

xThe U8 Supreme Court ruled that«defendants with
intellectual disabilities “face a special risk of wrongful
execution”. This is certainly true for Rocky. Burdened
with ineffective Iegal representatlon and abandoned by
his post-conviction lawyer, Rocky missed deadlines for
-appealt His execution could be scheduled at any time,x
and his only hope is for the governor of Alabama to
grant rlim clemency. . .
Tell the governor of Alabama to grant clemency

to Rocky Myers. # x # x # x

x # x #* X #* x

x #
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Ana Maria Santos Cruz is aclovingynother. She enjoys o
attending concerts and cultural events with her
daughter in Salvador, Brazil. How%ver since theGJ

death of her son, Pedro Henrique, Ana Maria feels

like a part of her has been taken away.

o} 7 o] 7 [0} Ve o) Ve (o]
In his short life, Pedro Henrique achieved a lot. An
actmstaand advocatg of racial Justg;ce and human
rights, Pedro Henrique organized “"Walks of Peace” in
Tucano, Bahia, Brazil. These annual marches brought
Peoplestogether to speak owt about police abuses
primarily against Black communities.

o}

These foments of sglidarity were met with hostﬁ?lity
and intimidation from the police.

o] 7/ ] 7 o] /7 o] 7 ]
Officers began to monitor Pedro Henrique. They
threatened and wolently attacked h|m for his
activist. On 27 December 2018, ®Pedro Hennque
was killed, aged 31. His house was raided by three
chooded men as he slept next to his girlfriend. He was
shot eight times in the head and neck. His girlfriend
recognei)zed the threeemen as policg officers.

o]

The officers suspected of killing Pedro Henrique were
dndicted in 2@19. But almest fiveyears on, they are
still active in the police force. The investigation into
the k||||ng has not been concluded and the trial has
yet to begm

o}

°

PDespite ongoing threats and the grief of kosing her
child, Ana Maria has bravely sought the truth about
his death calling on the authontles for a thorouégh
|nvest|gat|on and trial.

Suppoxt Ana Maria in her fight for justice. - °

° ° ° °
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“Uncle Pabai and Uncle Paul are community leaders
from the Guda Maluyligal Nation at the northernmost
part of-Australia in the Torres Stra#. Their Indigenous
ancestors have lived on the islands for thousands of

_years. _ . _ o _ N _
Now, because of climate change, their way of life,
traditienal knowledge systems, cukural practices and
spiritual connections that have been passed down
from generahon to generation couLd be broken tg)rever
R|smg sea levels are causing more destruction each
year by eroding beaches, destroying sacred cultural
sites aprd cemeteries~where ancesters are buried;
wrecking food gardens, and putting the islands’

Lnfrast(r»ucturg_at risk.

N — N -

Uncle Pabai and Uncle Paul, who are referred to as
“uncleX by their communities as a~sign of respeet,
have turned to the courts. They argue that the
Australlan government is taking mﬁsufﬁment action to
prevent harm from climate “change, resuiting inthe
destruction of their lands and culture.
Unless urgent action is taken, many Torres Strait
Islanders will be forged to leave trkeir homeland(% as
“Targe parts become Uninhabitable. This would be
devastating to the communities. As Uncle Pabai says:
“We are born to these islands, they are our mothkers,
our identities, who we are. For thousands of years, our
warrlor families fought off anyone v who tried to take our_
“homelands from us. But now, we Could Iose the flght
to climate change.”

Call on Australia to take urgent climate action.
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“Rita Karasartova loves spending time with her
children, practising yoga, and sewing chapans,

the traditional quilted jackets worr by people in=-
Kyrgyzstan. But since October 2022 Rita’s life has
_been turned upside down. She was arrested and spent_
“months detained in a cramped cell, denied access to
healthcare and unable to see or speak to her family.
Now she is under hotise arrest and:a strict curfew.

Rita is a human rights defender and an expert in civic _
governance For over a decade she dedicated her life
to providing independent legal advice, helping people
whose:rights had been violated by=a corrupt and-
unreliable legal system. She leads the non-
governmental_Institute for Public Analysis and is

a member of the United Democratic Movement of
Kyrgyzstan fighting agamst poverty and |nJust|ce
AIongS|de 26 others Rita was arrested for opposing

2 new border agreement that gave contro] of a _
Freshwater reservoir to Uzbekistan. The group called
for people to peacefully demonstrate against the
agreement, demanding transpareney from the =
government. Like others, Rita feared Uzbekistan would
restnct_ or prohibit access to water, a scarce resource
in the region where Toss of access could have
devastating consequences.

Rita and the others were initially detained for
Organizing “mass disorder”, and she was charged with
attempting to “violently overthrow the government” -
which carries a maximum sentence of 15 years’
imprisenment. = = =

Demand Rita Karasartova’s freedom.
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Justyna Wydrayriska's own abortiom experience, avith -
no support or access to reliable information, gave her
the strength and motrvatlon to help others make
informed decisions about their reproductive lives.
Justyna co-founded Abortion Dream Team, an activist
<ollective campaigning agaénst abertion stigmaand
offering advice on accessing safe abortion in Poland,
where eabortion laws are among the most restricteive in
Europe.

dn February 2020, Justynaavas put in contact with -
Ania (not her real name). Ania was in an abusive
reIatronshrp pregnant and desperate saying she
would ather die than continue with her pregnancy
Justyna, a survivor of a violent relationship herself,
&«new she hackto help. She sent Aria her<own abortione
pills through the post, but Ania’s partner intercepted
the package and contacted the polrce who confrscated
the pI|TS

dn November 2021, ¢he public presecutor brought e
charges against Justyna for “helping with an

abortron” In March 2023 she was found guilty and
sentenced to eight months’ communrty service. Her
lawyers have appealed.

e ° o ° Y ° ) e e
Justyna’s conviction sets a dangerous precedent.
Wlthout the support é and trustworthy |nformat|on that
she and other activists provide, people like Ania would
be alone and without access to safe abortion.
Demonstrating her courage in spite of the hostility she
faces, Justyna says: “I was driven by the will to help
when no one else wanted to or could help. For me
helping Ania was an obvious, decent, and honest thing
40 do.™ . . ° . ° . °

Demand the prosecytor general take all necessary
measures to ensure that Justyna’es unjust conviction
is overturned.
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"Speaking out for what she believes is right runs'in
activist Chaima Issa’s blood. The daughter of a former
political prisoner, Chaima speaks truth to power: Even
if the cost is her freedom.

“When tunisian presi?jent Kais Saied susffendedm
parliament, dismissed the prime minister and took
executive control of the country indJuly 2021 citing
emergency powers, Chaima was one of the first to
‘publ|c[‘}/ oppose h|m Since _his power grab human .
‘rights In TuniSia are ‘more frag|le than evér. Freedom of
expression is under attack. Military courts target
critics:of the government, and thedegal system %acks
independence.

"After meeting foreign diplomats afong with other
Tunisian opposition figures to discuss the political
situatisn in Tunisia,*Chaima was arrested on 22+
February 2023 as part of an investigation for alleged
‘j‘cons%iracy”.wShe was relegsed on 13 July aftegmore .
‘than four months of arbitraty detention, but the legal =
case is ongoing and the authorities have banned her
from travelling abroad and “appearing in public:
spaces”. A military court, which lacks independence,
Js also |nvest|gat|ng Chaima for criticizing the .
authorities on a radio show. She faces decades in
prison.

But Chaima will not give up. In the judge’s office
:Chalma exclaimed: “Is this Tun|5|g7 Is this the Tun|5|a‘
where we studled you and ‘me? Is this the Tunisia we
dreamed of?” As she was taken to prison, surrounded
by police officers, Chaima smiled,=raised her fisk and
sang the national anthem.

xDemal:d Chaima Issma’s full freedgm.
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:Ahmeé*MansSor is a#lovingqfather%nd huusband?‘t
He’s a poet, blogger, and human rights defender.
Right mow, he is locked away in amell in al-Sadr a G u C
prison, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. He spends

l_]his daxts in an isolat;\gn Ce”:e with Q:O access to t%goks, .

pens or paperr.I He does not even have a bed. * : ’ ’ * h * -
His crime? Speakingthe truth. Before his arresi = u b a
Ahmed was one of the few voices within the UAE

rprovidi*pg the rest of#the world witﬂ credigle " . R . . R . N

independent information about human rights vidlations
in the country. He regularly raised concerns about

the detention, torture and unfair tfals of disserting C e n o
voices. He spoke about problems with the justice
nsysterq*and oLdome&tic Iav%s that#greachninterngtionalu
ones.

For this Ahmed is paying a high prce. In Marctr2017, n u C O

UAE security forces raided his home and arrested him.

Jorover a year, no gje, notﬂ?ven is famHy, knew

where%he was detain%d. In May 2018, Ahmed v%%s - * = * ¢ * - * -
sentenced to a decade in prison on charges including

“insulting the UAE ahd its symbol3”. u C c 1 a

A:’rotes;ting abaqut hisﬁprisonaconditi@ns, A[I:Jlmed Qas “ R - R - R 5 . 5
twice resorted to hunger strikes, losing dangerous

amounts of weight and putting his life at risk. Despite
this halis only allow&d outside thrge times a wegk, a i1 = C
when guards remove all other prisoners from the yard
and Aqtmed spends ;pe IittLe[ time*pe has jn the,

. a # a # u # = # C

sunlight, alone.

Demand the UAE idmediately and unconditionally a C u u

release Ahmed Mansoor.
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