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BRAZIL 

VETO THE BILL THAT THREATENS PEOPLE AND THE PLANET 

On July 17, 2025, Brazil’s Congress passed the so-called “PL da Devastação” (Destruction Bill) with no 
public debate or transparency. This harmful bill would roll back key environmental protections, 
weaken oversight, and put human rights at serious risk. 

We urge President Lula da Silva to veto this bill. It threatens the right to a clean, healthy, and 
sustainable environment, limits people’s access to information and justice, and undermines Indigenous 
rights and climate justice. The government must protect both people and the planet—not put them in 

greater danger. 

Write to the President of the Federative Republic of Brazil urging him to: 

• Fully veto the “PL da Devastação” to protect life, human rights, and the right to a clean, 
healthy, and sustainable environment. 

• Uphold Brazil’s constitutional responsibility to safeguard human rights and environmental 
protections. 

• Honor Brazil’s international human rights and environmental commitments, including those 
related to climate action. 

• Demonstrate true climate leadership, especially as the host of the 2025 UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP30), by rejecting this harmful bill that threatens human rights and climate 
justice. 

Write to: 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 

President of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
Palácio do Planalto 
Praça dos Três Poderes 
Brasília - DF, CEP 70150-900 
Brazil 
Email: gabinetepessoal@presidencia.gov.br  

And copy: 

His Excellency Carlos Alberto Franco França 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

450 Wilbrod Street 
Ottawa, ON K1N 6M8 
Tel: (613) 237-1090/294-4530 (24h) Fax: (613) 237-6144 
Email: brasemb.ottawa@itamaraty.gov.br  
 

mailto:gabinetepessoal@presidencia.gov.br
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

On July 17, 2025, Brazil’s Chamber of Deputies passed the General Environmental Licensing Law (Bill PL 
2159/2021), widely known as the “Devastation Bill.” It passed with 267 votes in favor and 115 against 
and now awaits a decision from President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, who has the power to veto it. 

The bill has strong backing from agribusiness and the oil and gas industries. However, it was approved 
without proper public debate or input from civil society. If it becomes law, it will severely weaken 
Brazil’s environmental licensing system, reduce oversight, and increase risks to human rights.  

One of the most harmful elements is the expansion of the “License by Adhesion and Commitment.” 
This would allow most development projects, except those considered “high-impact”, to skip 
environmental and human rights assessments. Companies could receive automatic approvals simply by 
self-declaring compliance, with no review by responsible authorities. 

The bill goes even further by removing licensing requirements entirely for some sectors, including 

agroforestry and livestock farming. These industries would only need to submit a simple form, with no 
technical review of their potential environmental damage. 

It also introduces a “special environmental license” for so-called “strategic” government projects, such 
as oil extraction. These projects could be fast-tracked through a simplified process that avoids full 

impact assessments. Together, these changes strip away essential safeguards meant to protect 
communities and ecosystems. 

These provisions directly threaten the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. This right 
is recognized by the UN, guaranteed under the San Salvador Protocol to the American Convention on 
Human Rights (which Brazil has ratified), and protected by Article 225 of Brazil’s Constitution. The bill 
also weakens the public’s rights to information, participation, and access to justice. 

The bill also limits protections for Indigenous Peoples and Quilombola communities. It restricts 
government review of projects to those affecting lands that are officially titled. But this ignores Brazil’s 
reality: about 80% of Quilombola territories and nearly one-third of Indigenous lands are still awaiting 
legal recognition. 

This exclusion violates the rights of Indigenous Peoples guaranteed under international agreements 
like ILO Convention No. 169 and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. UN human 
rights experts have already raised alarms about the threats this bill poses to human rights, especially 
for Indigenous communities. 

More broadly, Brazil is facing serious human rights challenges. These include ongoing police violence, 
especially against Black youth, increased gender-based violence, and rising threats to land and 

environmental defenders. Most of these defenders come from Indigenous or Quilombola 
communities. 

Although there has been progress in some areas, major gaps remain. Overcrowded prisons, lack of 
investment in social policies, and weak efforts to address past abuses under Brazil’s dictatorship 
continue to affect justice and equality. 

https://legis.senado.leg.br/sdleg-getter/documento?dm=8979282&disposition=inline
https://legis.senado.leg.br/sdleg-getter/documento?dm=8979282&disposition=inline
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/noticia/2025/05/21/representante-do-agro-defende-que-projeto-que-altera-o-licenciamento-ambiental-nao-abre-margem-para-mais-desmatamento.ghtml
https://www.tbpetroleum.com.br/noticia/permanent-offer-auction-notice-and-environmental-licensing-framework-discussed-at-firjan/#:~:text=%22The%20Senate&apos;s%20approval%20of%20Bill%202159/2021%2C%20which,possibility%20for%20companies%20to%20self%2Dlicense%2C%22%20he%20explained.&text=However%2C%20Garcia%20also%20flagged%20a%20potential%20legal,rules%20in%20the%20oil%20and%20gas%20sector.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jul/17/brazil-passes-devastation-bill-that-drastically-weakens-environmental-law
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jul/17/brazil-passes-devastation-bill-that-drastically-weakens-environmental-law
https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2025/07/17/pl-da-devastacao-que-dispensa-agronegocio-de-licenciamento-ambiental-e-aprovado-na-camara/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/06/10/brazil-should-reject-bill-gutting-environmental-licensing
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/sites/default/files/documents/t3d00111.pdf
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/sites/default/files/documents/t3d00111.pdf
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=30004
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=30004
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Meanwhile, rising deforestation, repeated wildfires, and poor environmental enforcement are 
deepening the climate crisis and harming Indigenous livelihoods. Passing a law like the “Devastation 

Bill” would only make things worse. 

Brazil must honor its human rights and environmental commitments—especially as it prepares to host 
the 2025 UN Climate Change Conference (COP30). To lead on climate and justice, the country must 
reject regressive policies, strengthen democratic oversight, and protect the rights of its most 

vulnerable people. 

Please take action as soon as possible until August 8, 2025. The UA will be duly updated should there 
be the need for further action. 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr01/8555/2024/en/

