
Mother Nature Cambodia
Cambodia

CONVICTED FOR 
PROTECTING  
THE ENVIRONMENT



Cambodia Chandaravuth Ly, Keoraksmey Phuon, Kunthea Long, 
Leanghy Yim, Ratha Sun and Ratha Thun share a love 
of coffee, books and hiking. Above all, they share 
a deep love for nature. With their campaign group, 
Mother Nature Cambodia, they have courageously 
defended the environment from the harmful actions 
of companies and the government.

In 2015, the group successfully halted the 
development of a hydroelectric dam which would have 
resulted in massive deforestation. In 2016, they were 
behind a ban on sand exports, protecting coastal areas 
from environmental degradation.

Their commitment to the environment has inspired 
young people throughout the country. But their 
activism has come at a high cost. The authorities 
have repeatedly targeted the group with arrests and 
prosecutions. In 2020, three of the activists were 
arrested for peacefully demonstrating against the 
infilling of a lake. A year later, three more activists 
were arrested while investigating the pollution of 
a river.

In June 2024, the activists were sentenced to 
between six and eight years in prison. Their crime? 
Protecting the environment they love so dearly. 
Ratha Sun fled Cambodia to continue their work, 
but the remaining five activists are enduring harsh 
prison conditions. 

Demand that the five detained activists are 
immediately released and all convictions against 
Mother Nature Cambodia activists are quashed.

SHOW THE MOTHER NATURE CAMBODIA 
ACTIVISTS THAT YOU’RE WITH THEM
Send your messages of solidarity to show the group 
that you support them in their fight to protect 
the environment. You could draw rivers, forests 
and animals to accompany your messages.

WRITE TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
OF CAMBODIA
Demand that the five detained activists are immediately 
and unconditionally released, and all convictions against 
Mother Nature Cambodia activists are quashed.

ADDRESS:

SALUTATION:
EMAIL:
FACEBOOK:

X:
INSTAGRAM:
HASHTAGS:

ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK:

X:
INSTAGRAM:
HASHTAGS:

Prime Minister of Cambodia
c/o Cambodia embassy or consulate 
in your country, or a country near you 
(Take photos of your letters and 
post on social media before sending 
to an embassy or consulate.)

Dear Prime Minister
mfaic@mfaic.gov.kh
www.facebook.com/p/Hun-
Manet-100069511484329/
@Dr_Hunmanet_PM
dr.hunmanetofcambodia 
#FreeMotherNatureCambodia, 
#FreeOurFriends, #W4R25

Amnesty International 
Canada francophone
Maison du développement durable
50 Ste Catherine West Street, office 500
Montréal (Québec) H2X 3V4
Canada

www.facebook.com/
mothernaturecambodia/
@CambodiaMother
mothernaturecambodia
#FreeMotherNatureCambodia, 
#FreeOurFriends, #W4R25
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